

































































THE SILMARILLION — J. R. R. Tolkien

(Allen & Unwin, 1977, 365 pp + map, $13.10)
This is not a ‘review’ - - it would take a Tolkien
scholar to review this book and my best wishes go
to anyone who tries. I am just jotting down a few
thoughts after having completed a second reading
of this book on consecutive Siturdays.

Comparisons are inevitable and very difficult. In
style and readability I can only compare it to the
Bible or the Koran, and therein lies its fault - -
especially if one is expecting a new LORD OF THE
RINGS. The dust jacket says: ‘““The Silmarillion
is not a romance, not a fairy story, not a fictitious
history contrived for its own sake. It is a work of
unparalleled and sustained imagination ... ". Itis
indeed, so be warned - - it is a story in the sense
that the old testament is a story and, if this book
were found a thousand years hence without the
dust jacket, that is where it would be placed.

The book was edited and prepared for publication
from Tolkien’s many manuscripts by the author’s
son. I like to think that if J.R.R. had lived the book
would have been characterized and plotted out like
LOR.. It is “brilliant” and “unparalleled” but |
can’t help being just a little disappointed - - I didn’t
learn anything more about Ents. —ARF

STARLOG #8 — September, $2.10.

This latest issue (see overview of the first seven in
Noumenon 16/17) has a number of interesting
features. As well as the improving lettercol and the
still-expanding, very informative news section. you
will find articles on the film THE FLY, the Space
Shuttle, Saturday Morning TV sf, and part three
(Model Animation) of their Special Effects series.

The outstanding feature this issue is an
“exclusive” interview with Harlan Ellison, extremely
well-presented by new editor Howard Zimmerman
and including extracts from Ellison’s resignation
speech to the SFWA (see Noumenon 15, page 4).
Ellison is one of the few people determined to
knock holes in the naive romanticism which surr-
ounds sf and he deserves attention. —BAT

VISIONS OF THE FUTURE

Edited by Janet Sacks

With an Introduction by A.E. Van Vogt
(NEL, 1976, 130 pp, $9.90)

Coffee table sf art books are plentiful at present and
yet most leave something to be desired in the presen-
tation of that increasingly popular genre. VISIONS,
the latest entry into an already overflowing field,
does little to change this feeling.

A large format (13%™ x 9% ) full colour publi-
cation, VISIONS collects together much of the
notable sf artwork previously published (at this
same page size) in Science Fiction Monthly. Thus,
it is one of the first collections of modern sf art
New Zealand has seen. As to be expected in a title
originally produced while the ill-fated SFM was
still in publication, VISIONS contains many of the
faults of its parent magazine.

The selection of artists presented is once agah
arbitrary at the very least. Several lesser artists are
included, one suspects because their work was more
readily available for publication than work by
other more deserving artists. Perhaps a definitive
collection of modern sf/fantasy artists is a little too
much to expect.

While the format is excellent, both the art and the
small amount of written material on the artists is
the same as appeared in SFM. The only new material
is the introduction by van Vogt, and perhaps the
less said about this the better.

The large page format alone will probably ensure
the book some success in the coffee table league.
And yet [ am still to be truely satisfied by a collec-
tion of present day sf/fantasy art . . . perhaps the
basic format is at fault and sf art is more suited to
single artist presentations along the lines of VIEWS
or MYTHOPOEIKON.

If the selection of artists/artwork included could
have been wider and fresher, the copy more thorougl
ly researched, then perhaps VISIONS,could have
produced a little more enthusiasm. As it stands the
publication does little to encourage the more know-
ledgeable viewer to part with his hard-earned $9.90.

—-RT
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PUBLISHING INFORMATION continued . ..

Novalit Australia Pty Ltd:

MINDBRIDGE - Joe Haldeman (M & J $10.55): First British edition; Jacket art by Chris Foss.
A WORLD OUT OF TIME - Larry Niven (M & J $10.55): First Br. edition; Jacket art by Tony Roberts.

Oxford University Press:

NIGHT VISITORS: The Rise and Fall of the English Ghost Story - Julia Briggs (Faber $17.90): First
edition; Non-fiction; Jacket illustrations uncredited.

Penguin Books (NZ) Ltd:

THE MOON BOOK - Bevan M. French (Penguin $4.95): First edition; Non-fiction; Includes photos.

Gordon & Gotch (NZ) Ltd:

{Storemen & Packers Union strikes and some October Books listed last issue equals no list for G&G this mont’

Wholesale Book Distributors:

[No information had been forwarded by our (late) deadline. Hopefully next month...]






